Psychometric assessment of families with X-linked mental retardation.
As part of an integrated approach to DNA-linkage analysis in X-linked mental retardation (XLMR), 29 members of five families suspected of having XLMR underwent psychometric assessment. Mental retardation was confirmed in all participants. The range of mental retardation varied from mild to profound within and between families. In addition, these preliminary results indicated family-specific cognitive profiles in MRX45 and MRX46. The fact that two non-overlapping loci were involved provides strong evidence that specific cognitive profiles are linked to specific loci (genes) in mental retardation. We therefore recommend the application of standardised psychometric tests for the assessment of XLMR.